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DJC. 


Office of Assistant Treasurer U.S., 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
December 9, 1889 


O.C. Bosbyshell, Esq., 
Superintendent, 

Mint US., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: 


I cannot understand why there should have been any additional correspondence after I 
had laid before you my letter to Hon. D.M. Fox, requiring the approval by the Director of the 
Mint of the appointment of his Chief Clerk to act during the temporary absence of the 
Superintendent of the Mint in his place. 


Such request was made of Mr. Fox in accordance with the requirements, of the law as to 
the appointment of clerks to act in such cases discharging the duties of the chief officer during 
absence or inability in this office and in those of the collector and postmaster, and, of the section 
3502 Rev. Statutes as I then and now understand it. 


You can appoint no one to act in the place of any officer of the Mint temporarily absent 
without report your action forthwith to the Director of the Mint of his approval, and the 
subsequent clause to which you refer in your favor of December 7, 1889, is read by me as 
indicating simply the clerk, who shall be designated by you to act, or who shall act by virtue of 
his office, in case of such designation not being made, whether from the emergency of the case 
or other cause. 


You have appointed Mr. Cobb, who is attached to the Mint as Chief Clerk, to act in your 
place during your temporary absence on account of sickness or other cause; upon the approval of 
such appointment by the Director of the Mint, it will give me great pleasure to recognize his 
signature for all purposes as Acting Superintendent of the Mint, as in the case of your immediate 
predecessor, to which I had the honor of calling your attention. 


In conclusion let me add that on submission of the appointment of Mr. Hickok to the 
Department, the then Director of the Mint did furnish me with the official approval required, 
whether on instructions form the Secretary of the Treasury or not I cannot say. 


I trust there may be no further trouble in a matter, which surely could have been settled in 
accordance with law and the usage of this office, in much less time than we have consumed in its 
discussion. 


Respectfully yours, 
S. Davis Page, Asst. Treasurer U.S. 


